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79 An Initial Analysis of the Foreign Policy of the Yoon Seok-youl
Government in South Korea, by Dr. Wang Fudong, Associate Research
Professor at the Institute of Northeast Asian Studies, CICIR. In March
2022, Yoon Seok-youl, the conservative candidate of the People Power
Party, was elected as the 20th president of South Korea. The foreign policy
vision of the new government is quite different from that of the Moon
Jae-in administration. The new government of South Korea has set its
overall goal of becoming a global hub state, which plans to abandon the
“strategic ambiguity” policy of the previous administration and prioritize
the building of a comprehensive alliance between South Korea and
the United States. It will also emphasize “mutual respect” with China,
increase pressure on North Korea, improve relations with Japan, and
promote cooperation among South Korea, the US and Japan. The foreign
policy vision of the new South Korean government is closely related
to domestic and external factors, such as the intensification of major-
country competition, the profound influence of the US on South Korea,
and the political game within South Korea. South Korea’s foreign policy
adjustment will have an important impact on the regional landscape in
Northeast Asia, the North Korean nuclear issue and China-South Korea
relations, but its implementation will also be restricted by inconsistency
found in the internal logic of South Korea’s domestic politics, geopolitics,
geo-economy and diplomatic strategy.

96 A Preliminary Study on the Foreign Policy of the New Pakistani
Government, by Peng Nian, Executive Director of the Center for SAARC
Studies and Associate Research Fellow at the Foreign Languages College,
Hainan Normal University; and Khurram Abbas, Senior Research Fellow
at [slamabad Policy Research Institute, Pakistan. This paper analyzes the
trend of Pakistan’s foreign policy from the perspective of the realistic
challenges facing the new Pakistani government and the policy preferences
of the new Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif. The study concluded that
Pakistan’s new government faces serious internal challenges and that
dealing with domestic affairs is its top priority rather than foreign affairs.
Therefore, continuity will dominate Pakistan’s future foreign policy.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shahbaz’s policy preference for economic
development and his pragmatic and flexible governing style will also bring
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new changes to Pakistan’s foreign policy. To be specific, the new Pakistani
government will consolidate its all-weather friendly relations with China
and accelerate the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor;
repair relations with Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states and restore their
close economic ties; try to reach out to India to ease the deadlock between
the two countries; and adjust hostile policy towards the US and improve
Pakistan-US relations.

115 Challenges and Paths to China’s “Constructive Involvement” in
Afghanistan Reconstruction, by Zhang Xinping, Professor and Doctoral
Supervisor at the School of Marxism, Lanzhou University; and Dai
Jiawei, Doctoral Student at the School of Marxism, Lanzhou University.
With the Taliban taking power in Afghanistan, the situation in the
country has entered a new phase. The stability of Afghanistan is of great
significance to China’s border security and the steady progress of the
Belt and Road Initiative in Central and South Asia. China’s participation
in the reconstruction of Afghanistan will help stabilize the situation in
Afghanistan and the political and economic environment in the region,
safeguard the security of its neighbors and show China’s image as a
responsible major country. “Constructive involvement” is an important
innovation in China’s handling of regional and neighboring hot issues
since the 18th National Congress of the CPC. It is of both theoretical
and practical significance to study China’s participation in Afghanistan
reconstruction from this perspective. The sharp political contradictions,
frequent tribal conflicts, weak economic foundation and fierce strategic
game among major countries in Afghanistan pose challenges to China’s
participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. In view of this, China
should proceed from three aspects: follow the international consensus and
promote the political settlement of the Afghan issue; rely on collective
security to fill the security gaps in Afghanistan; and advocate the approach
of addressing both symptoms and root causes and enhance Afghanistan’s
capacity for independent development.
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